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and rear elevation as presented will be what is constructed. So Voted. Motion 
was made to close the hearing. So Voted. 

Motion was made to recess at 9:02pm to resume the Committee meetings. So Voted. 

Regular Council meeting resumed at 10:03pm. Council President Dooner presiding. 

Communications from the Mayor: 
Council President Dooner stated that the Weir Splash Pad Ribbon Cutting at the Weir 
Riverfront Park will take place this Friday, August 4, 2023 at 1 pm. She expressed 
gratitude to the Parks, Cemeteries and Public Grounds Department for helping move this 
forward. 

Council President Dooner stated that there will be a '90s Summer Party that was 
rescheduled to this Saturday, August 5, 2023 at 7pm located at Liberty and Union Plaza at 
70 Main Street. She stated that there will be a fundraiser for the Taunton Together Youth 
Program. 

Council President Dooner stated that the Summer Celebration will be August 25, 2023 
from 5:00pm to 9:00pm at Hopewell Park. She stated that there will be music, kid's 
activities, food trucks and fireworks. She expressed gratitude to the Parks, Cemeteries 
and Public Grounds Department and the Mayor's Worthy Cause, as well as the many 
generous community partners for this fantastic event. 

Com. from Mayor O'Connell stating that the City Engineer, Michael Patneaude, visited 
the construction site which was referenced in Mr. Smith's public input, 215 High Street. 
Following the visit, Mr. Patneaude reached out to the developer of the construction site at 
215 High Street to discuss the need to update the erosion controls along the perimeter of 
the site. Mr. Patneaude then contacted James Smith of 18 Sumner Street to discuss the 
concerns regarding flooding on his property. Mr. Patneaude also communicated to Mr. 
Smith that the developer of the 215 High Street site will update the erosion controls and 
that the City will look into the existing drainage on Sumner Street. Additionally, Mr. 
Patneaude has requested photos and/or video of the concerned areas from Mr. Smith 
during the next rain-producing weather event in case Mr. Patneaude is unavailable to 
witness the event in person. Monitoring this type of event will help to determine if the 
issue is being influenced by stormwater or groundwater. This case is active and ongoing, 
and updates will follow as they become available. Motion was made to receive and 
place on file. So Voted. 

Appointments: 
Councilor Borges stated that she wasn't sure if people knew what the Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund is and if Council President Dooner would be speaking on it or if people 
should be referred to the ordinance which has the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, it's 
authority, it's purpose, who is part of the trustees and their powers and duties, and what 
exactly these Affordable Housing Trust Fund's go to. She stated that she would 
recommend people research what exactly an Affordable Housing Trust Fund is. 
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Appointment of Jay Pateakos to serve as the Mayor's Designee on the Municipal 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund Board of Trustees for a term expiring January 9, 2024. 
Motion was made to move approval. So Voted. 

Appointment of Kelly Dooner or her designee to serve ex officio as a Trustee to the 
Municipal Affordable Housing Trust for a term expiring January 9, 2024. Motion was 
made to move approval. So Voted. 

Reappointment of Raymond Pelote, Esq., 7 Macomber Street, Taunton to serve on the 
Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund Board of Trustees for a term of three (3) years 
expiring July 2026. Motion was made to move approval. So Voted. 

Communications from City Officers: 
Com. from the Board of Retirement regarding the retirement for Superannuation of 
Timothy Bradshaw, an employee of the Taunton Fire Department, on August 12, 2023 
under the provisions set forth in Section #5 of Chapter 32 of the General Laws of 
Massachusetts. Motion was made to receive and place on file and send the 
appropriate scroll. So Voted. 

Com. from the City Planner stating the FY2023 Fourth Quarter update on the 
implementation of the ADA transition report. He stated that as of July 1, 2023, there are 
1,279 issues in the schools, 11 issues at the Police, 9 issues at the Fire Stations, 12 issues 
in the parking area, 114 issues in the parks, 31 items at polling location and 579 issues in 
municipal buildings have been closed (2,035 issues total). He stated that for the fourth 
quarter, six items were closed. He stated for FY23 a total of 78 items have been closed. 
He stated that the ADA accounts have the following remaining balances for the fiscal 
year as of June 30, 2023 (building start $100,000, aprox. $1,000 remaining; Public 
Grounds $100,000 start, $100,000 remaining; and DPW $100,000, $11,206 remaining). 
He also provided an update on other specific areas. Motion was made to refer to the 
Committee of Americans with Disabilities Compliance. So Voted. 

Com. from the City Clerk for the appointment of five (5) permanent full-time police 
officers. Motion was made to refer to the Committee on Police and License and the 
Police Chief. So Voted. 

Communications from Citizens: 
Com. from the Executive Director, Downtown Taunton Foundation stating that the 
Downtown Taunton Foundation will be hosting the 11th Annual Downtown Block Party 
on September 16, 2023 and are requesting approval for hosting this event. She stated that 
the purpose of this event is to foster community engagement while also supporting local 
the restaurant community and promoting a vibrant neighborhood atmosphere. She stated 
that this event is also their major fundraiser of the year, with proceeds offsetting the costs 
of their free, year-round, family-friendly community events. Motion was made to refer to 
the Police Department and the Mayor's Office for coordination. So Voted. On discussion, 
Councilor Duarte stated that this matter was sent to the City Council because the Law 
Department already looked into this and it is the City Council that has to approve the 
consumption of alcohol on the public way, therefore, he recommends this matter be sent 
to the Committee on Police and License. Motion was made to refer to the Police 
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Department and the Mayor's Office for coordination and the Committee on Police 
and License. So Voted. 

Petitions: 

Second Hand Article License - NEW 
1. Petition submitted by Keri Jones, 87 Bayview Ave., Berkley, MA for a NEW 

Second Hand Article License for SS&K to be located at 404 Winthrop Street, 
Taunton to sell household goods. Motion was made to refer to the Committee 
on Police and License and the Police Chief. So Voted. 

Temporary Fixed Vendor License - NEW 
1. Application submitted by Louise Comeau, 4 Parker Terrace, Taunton for a NEW 

Temporary Fixed Vendor License for Cook In A Box to be located at 577 
Winthrop Street, Taunton to sell food and beverages. Motion was made to refer 
to the Committee on Police and License and the Police Chief. So Voted. 

2. Application submitted by Sylvester English, 289 Winthrop St., Taunton for a 
NEW Temporary Fixed Vendor License for Kinfolks Award Winning Barbeque, 
LLC to be located at 5 Cape Road, Taunton to sell food and beverages. Motion 
was made to refer to the Committee on Police and License and the Police 
Chief. So Voted. 

Special Permit 
Petition submitted by Attorney Philip Nessralla, Jr., 1063 North Main Street, Brockton, 
MA for a Special Permit to allow a 2, 100 sq. ft. Retail Marijuana Dispensary to be 
located at 284R Winthrop Street, Taunton in the Highway Business District. Motion was 
made to refer to the City Clerk to schedule a public hearing. So Voted. 

Committee Reports: 
Motion was made for Committee Reports to be read by title and approved. So 
Voted. Recommendations adopted to reflect the votes as recorded in Committee 
Reports. So Voted. 

Unfinished Business: 
Councilor Pottier expressed gratitude to the administration and the public safety 
personnel for the improvements at Lake Sabbatia and Watson's Pond over the weekend. 
He stated that he and the citizens appreciate the police presence. He stated that there was 
a party transpiring on the island over the weekend, however, overall there was a marked 
improvement from the week before. 

Orders, Ordinances and Resolutions: 

Order to be approved on a roll call vote 
Ordered That, 

The City of Taunton will purchase the property at 2 Hamilton Street, 
Taunton, MA for a Total of $6,000,000. The appropriations and transfers will be as 
follows: 



$2,440,556.35 
$2,500,000.00 
$1,059,443.65 

From Mulcahey School Project (31-3590-3590) 
From ARP A (restricted) (20-3510-6035) 
From Capital Project Stabilization (84-3580-8027) 

To Purchase of2 Hamilton Street, Taunton MA (Coyle Cassidy) (34-3590-3590-4) 

$6,000,000.00 Total Price 
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Further ordered that The City is to replace any funds expended from the capital 
stabilization account from the additional reimbursements from the MSBA program. And 
any remaining amounts will go to future capital projects. 
On a roll call vote, seven (7) Councilors were present, seven (7) Councilors voted in 
favor. Councilors Quintal and Postell were absent. So Voted. 

New Business: 
Councilor Pottier motioned for a report on the status of Main Street from the 
administration regarding the businesses there and the sidewalks on the union block. 
So Voted. He stated that he understands there are some challenges in that area and that 
residents as well as business owners have called him with concerns. Councilor Dooner 
stated that Mayor O'Connell is planning to give an update on this next week. 

Councilor Pottier stated that the Committee on Fires and Wires will be conducting 
interviews tomorrow, August 2, 2023 at City Hall. They will be interviewing five (5) 
applicants and will be offering employment to three (3) individuals. He stated that 
members of the Council are welcome to attend. 

Councilor Borges stated that at 4:04pm this evening they received a communication from 
a citizen that abuts a property on Erin Road with complaints of excessive partying and 
noise every weekend. She stated that she has sent this communication to the City Clerk 
and the Chief of Police. Councilor Borges motioned to have the Police Department 
further investigate this matter. So Voted. 

Councilor Sanders motioned to refer to the Safety Officer the area around the Weir 
Bridge in the Weir Village as he has received a communication from a resident who 
has expressed concern about the ability of pedestrians to navigate this area and he 
would like an assessment from the Safety Officer of any potential improvements that 
might be available. So Voted. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:16 P.M. 

A true copy: 

Attest: 

JLL/MAF 
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RECEiVEO 
City of Taunton 
Municipal Council 
August 1, 2023 

- !-~ '( CLERK'S orncr. 

2023 AUG - 3 P 2: 3~ 

The Committee on Finance and Salaries 

CITY CLEIK 
The meeting was held at Taunton City Hall, 15 Summer Street, Taunton, MA 02780 in the 
Chester R. Martin Municipal Council Chambers. 

Members Present: Councilor Phillip Duarte, Chairman 
Councilor David Pottier 
Councilor John McCaul 

The meeting was called to order at 5:33 PM. 

1. Meet to review the weekly vouchers and payroll for City departments. 

Motion by Mr. Pottier and seconded by Mr. McCaul to approve the payroll warrant in the 
amounto/$1,429,680.24. So voted. 

Motion by Mr. Pottier and seconded by Mr. McCaul to approve the accounts payable 
warrant in the amount o/$880,541.54. So voted. 

Motion by Mr. Pottier and seconded by Mr. McCaul to adjourn at 5:34 PM So voted. 

CITY OF TAUNTON 
Respectfully submitted, 

AUG 012023 

IN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 
-~ [_ C~,__t~-
Maggie E. Clarke 
Clerk of Council Committees 

ORTS ACCEPTED. RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED. 

RK~ 
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RECEIVED City of Taunton 
Municipal Council 
August 1, 2023 

.- / ;~LERK'S OfFIC[ 

1-11Z3 AUG - 3 P 2• 3~ 

The Committee of the Council as a Whole TAUNlOtt MA 

The meeting was held at Taunton City Hall, 15 Summer Street, Taunton,.J..4A o:.as.o ... &lilie CLERK 
Chester R. Martin Municipal Council Chambers. 

Councilors Present: Councilor President Kelly Dooner, Chairman 
Councilor Phillip Duarte 
Councilor Estele Borges 
Councilor John McCaul 
Councilor David Pottier 
Councilor Christopher Coute 
Councilor Barry Sanders 

Councilors Absent: Councilor Lawrence Quintal 
Councilor Jeffrey Postell 

Also Present: Attorney Peter Winters, First Assistant City Solicitor 
Attorney Mark Higgins, Commonwealth Alternative Care 

The meeting was called to order at 5:36 PM. 

1. Meet to discuss the proposed amended Host Community Agreement for Commonwealth 
Alternative Care at 30 Mozzone Boulevard. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCaul to invite the parties in. So voted. 

Councilor Duarte noted that he is recused from this matter. 

Councilor Coute indicated that he researched the issues that were discussed last week and is 
comfortable. 

Motion by Mr. Coute and seconded by Ms. Borges to approve the HCA/or Commonwealth 
Alternative Care at 30 Mozzone Boulevard So voted. 

2. Meet in executive session pursuant to MGL Chapter 30A §21, reason number 3: "To discuss 
strategy with respect to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a 
detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating position of the public body and the chair so 
declares" to discuss the Intergovernmental Agreement with the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe. 



Motion by Mr. Coute and seconded by Ms. Borges to enter into executive session. All 7 
present councilors voted yes. So voted on a roll call. 
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Motion by Mr. Pottier and seconded by Mr. Coute to return from executive session. So voted 
on a roll call. 

Council President Dooner stated that 2 votes were taken in executive session, one of which 
was to exit executive session. 

Motion by Mr. Pottier and seconded Mr. Coute to adjourn the meeting at 6:55 PM So voted. 

CITY OF TAUNTON 

AUG 01 2023 

IN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

Respectfully submitted, 

/f/vJ,..<:Jo~~. £ Ufl._r- t"--<--
Maggie E. Clarke 
Clerk of Council Committees 

Committee of the Council as a Whole 
August I, 2023 
Page2of2 
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HECEIVEO 
City of Taunton 
Municipal Council 
August 1, 2023 

~ '~· c:t.FRK'S Offlf.:f 

ZU23 AUG - 3 P 2: 3Lf 

TAU:iTDH. HA 
The Committee on Public Property 

___ CITY CLERK 
The meeting was held at Taunton City Hall, 15 Summer Street, Taunton, MA 02780 in the 
Chester R. Martin Municipal Council Chambers. 

Members Present: 

Members Absent: 

Also Present: 

Councilor Christopher Coute, Chairman 
Councilor John McCaul 
Councilor Estele Borges 
Councilor Kelly Dooner 

Councilor Lawrence Quintal 

Jim Howland, Office of Economic and Community Development 
Jay Pateakos, Executive Director, OECD 
Patrick Dello Russo, CFO 
Richard Conti, Chief Assessor 
Andrew Sukeforth, Director of Procurement 
Phil Neveu, 51 Briarwood Drive 
Rich Volkman, 81 Briarwood Drive 
Brian Wilson, 71 Briarwood Drive 
Amber Dutra-Wyllie, 103 East Water Street 

The meeting was called to order at 9:08 PM. 

1. Meet with the Finance Department to discuss the next component of the Marketable Property 
Program, "Owner Unknown'', and consider authorizing the sale of the same by the City. 

Mr. Dello Russo stated that this is the third component of the Taunton Leading City 
Initiative. Mr. Conti stated that he has visited the parcels and spoken with the majority of the 
abutters. He explained the definition of Owners Unknown under MGL Ch. 59 Section 11. 
These have been taxed the last three years and are ready for title perfection. In most cases, 
the abutters have expressed interest in purchasing the properties. The Law allows the 
Assessors to tax the owner unknown and after three years of taxes not being paid, begin the 
process of taking the property. Mr. Conti gave a presentation and noted that originally the 
City had 94 parcels in this category and they are about 50% through the list. In 2017 and 
2018 interns did title searches on 94 properties and, with the assistance of Coppola & 
Coppola, they located 11 owners. 29 parcels will likely be transferred to the State Division 
of Fisheries and Game. The 9 being presented tonight he hopes will be returned to the tax 
rolls. Mr. Dello Russo indicated that these will be sold with a reserve. 



a. Map 92 Lot 252 and Lot 248 near 91 Berkley Street 

Mr. Conti indicated that the owner of parcel 29-247 had expressed some interest in 
purchasing these parcels. It is .16 acres total. Mr. Sukeforth indicated that they will use 
an RFP process that will go to the highest bidder and Mr. Conti recommended that they 
mail a notice to the abutters. 

Ms. Borges asked why not use the abutters program. She also asked if we know for sure 
that these were not attached to one of the abutters' properties and just fell off. Mr. Conti 
confirmed and stated that they are following the owner unknown process. 

Mr. Sanders asked what kind of criteria would be used to craft the RFP instead of having 
an auction and Mr. Sukeforth suggested it would be strictly based on highest price. 
Likely, auction companies would not be interested in such small parcels. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to open public input. So voted. 
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to close public input. So voted. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to deem these parcels surplus and 
move forward with the RFP. So voted. 

b. Map 8 Lot 58 near 408 and 426 Prospect Hill Street 
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Mr. Conti stated that both abutters have interest and wish to purchase this lot and they 
plan to purchase it and split it Mr. Conti indicated that he explained that there can only 
be one buyer. He believes that it was originally an easement and is .15 acres assessed at 
$5400. Ms. Borges asked if this lot gives access to the reservoir and Mr. Conti stated that 
they believe there is adequate access by Heritage Drive. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to open public input. So voted. 
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to close public input. So voted. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCaul to declare this property surplus. So 
voted. 

c. Map 94 Lot 199 at the rear of742 and 734 County Street 

Mr. Conti stated that this parcel is of interest to the residents on Briarwood Drive as it 
would expand their backyards. Again, only one person can purchase the parcel and then 
it can be split The land is seasonally wet and is .24 acres assessed at $5400. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to open public input. So voted. 

Committee on Public Property 
August 1, 2023 
Page2of5 
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Phil Neveu of 51 Briarwood Drive spoke and indicated that they are working to purchase 
this. He thanked Mr. Conti for his help. 

Rich Volkman of 81 Briarwood Drive stated that he is interested in purchasing and the 
only value to him is to prevent something from being built there. They want to buy it to 
protect their backyards. 

Brian Wilson of 71 Briarwood Drive stated that he is interested in purchasing but doesn't 
want to do anything with it. He intends to keep it wooded and swampy just the way it is. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to close public input. So voted. 

Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Ms. Dooner to declare as surplus. So voted. 

d. Map 15 Lot 32 near 81 Rachel Drive 

Mr. Conti explained that this is a buildable lot that is level, flat, dry, and is served by 
water and gas. Currently, it is being used as a dumping ground. There are conservation 
restrictions but there is frontage on W oodview Drive and Rachel Drive and is a corner 
lot. The back of the lot will be unusable. The lot is .69 acres and is valued at $134,800. 
Mr. Conti suggested that the septic system design will be a challenge but not impossible. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to open public input. So voted. 
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to close public input. So voted. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded Ms: Dooner by to declare lot 32 near 81 Rachel 
Drive as surplus. So voted. 

e. Map 134 Lot 93 near 31 Holloway Street 

Mr. Conti described this triangular lot that is buildable. It is wooded with an abandoned 
house. The lot is 1.59 acres and is valued at $154,900. He believes it could be two 
buildable lots. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to open public input. So voted. 
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to close public input. So voted. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCaul to deem lot 93 near 31 Holloway as 
surplus. So voted. 

f. Map 92 Lot 279 near 103 East Water Street 

Committee on Public Property 
August 1, 2023 
Page3 of5 



21 

Mr. Conti explained that this was once joined to the lot next to it, but, it was taken in 
1914 by eminent domain by the TMLP. It is a wooded lot with a 100 ft restriction from 
the river that cannot be disturbed. The piece is desirable to the people who live next 
door. The river does flood under certain circumstances. The parcel is .16 acres total with 
a value of $1600 considering the restrictions. 

Councilor Borges suggested that this might be suitable for the abutters program and allow 
that one abutter to purchase. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to open public input. So voted. 

Amber Dutra-Wyllie, daughter of Debra and Steven Dutra of 103 East Water Street, 
spoke and expressed her family's support for this and their desire to purchase the parcel. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to close public input. So voted. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by to put parcel 92-279, East Water Street into the 
abutters program. So voted. 

g. Map 80 Lot 47 near 144 Ashleigh Terrace 
h. Map 80 Lot 45 near 186 Ashleigh Terrace 

Mr. Conti explained that these two parcels were not developed when Ashleigh Terrace 
was developed. Lot 47 is .44 acres and lot 45 is .69 acres. Mr. Dello Russo explained 
that these two lots were the subject of a recent Committee meeting when the Committee 
voted to acquire these two lots. Mr. Dello Russo mentioned the stipulation that the 
Council had put on that vote that the money be put into the roads and how, with the 
Marketable Properties Program, half of the sale of the proceeds is earmarked for the TLC 
Initiative. 

Mr. Coute suggested that the Committee is looking for a commitment that the amount of 
money generated from the sale of these parcels be brought forward for the roads in 
Ashleigh Terrace. 

Mr. Sanders suggested that these parcels could be removed from the MPP if that makes it 
easier to honor the commitment made to the neighborhood. 

Mr. Coute asked about the timing for this and Mr. Dello Russo suggested this would be 
sold by the first week of November and the Capital Improvement Program would be out 
in a mid-December- mid-January timeframe. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to open public input. So voted. 
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to close public input. So voted. 

Committee on Public Property 
August I, 2023 
Page4 of5 
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Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCaul to declare parcels 80-47 near 144 
Ashleigh Terrace and 80-45 near 186 Ashleigh Terrace as surplus with the commitment 
that the same amount of money generated by the sale be put into the capital plan for the 
sidewalk or road improvements in that neighborhood There is also to be a single family 
home restriction. This should be in a presentation by the end of the year. So voted. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 PM and 
thank the parties. So voted. 

CITY GF TAUNTON 
Respectfully submitted, 

~~t'·Cfa~ 
Maggie E. Clarke 

AUG 0 1 ~·23 

IN ~ ... \UNIC!::'::\L COUNCIL 

Clerk of Council Committees 

PORTS ACCEPTED. RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED. 

~ERK;(~ 

Committee on Public Property 
August 1, 2023 
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